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Chapter 15  The Influence of Bushido

How the spirit of Bushido permeated all social classes is also shown in the development
of a certain order of men, known as otoko-date’ ,the natural leaders of
democracy .Staunch fellows were they ,every inch of them strong with the strength of
massive manhood. At once the spokesman and the guardians of popular rights, they
had each a following of hundreds and thousands of souls who proffered, in the same
fashion that samurai did to daimio, the willing service of “limb and life, of body, chattels,
and earthly honour”.Backed by a vast multitude of rash and impetuous working men,
these born “bosses “formed a formidable check to the rampancy of the two-sworded order.
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